
Transgender Community 
Understanding Definition and Distinctions. 

 
 

 
 

Transsexual 
 

 
Transgender 

 
Transvestite 

 
Cross Dressing 

 
 
Feels s/he is in the wrong 
body and hopes to change.   
 
May be pre-, mid-. Or post-
operation. 
 

 
 
Feels s/he was born in the 
body of the wrong sex for 
his/her gender, but does not 
want to change.  

 
 
S/he often dresses in the 
traditional clothes of the 
‘opposite gender’ for 
theatrical, political or sexual 
reasons. 

 
 
S/he sometimes dresses in 
the traditional clothes of the 
‘opposite gender’ for 
theatric, social, personal or 
political reasons.  

* This is not intended to be a comprehensive or definitive list as definitions and Transgender terminology is often informed by 
personal logic and preference.  
 
Some suggestions for additional definitions and information: 

o http://www.uhs.uga.edu/sexualhealth/gay&lesbian/transgender.html 
o http://www.sexuality.org/l/incoming/trbasic.html 
o http://www.sclgbta.org/transterms.html 
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