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Common Tricks used by Sexual Abusers

They make sure nobody else is around.

They make it a secret.

They bribe the child with treats or presents.
They scare or threaten the child.

They make the child feel sorry for the abuser.
They call it a game and make it appear fun.
They make it look like it's the child's fault.
They make the child feel special.

They act nice.

They convince the child it was an accident.
They win the child's trust.

They wait until the child is asleep.

They convince the child it was just a dream.
They tell the child it is sex education.

They make the child feel guilty.

They convince the child it is okay.
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Why I didn't tell

I thought nobody would believe me.

I thought I would be put in a foster home.

I thought my parent(s) would kill the abuser.

I thought my family would break up.

I thought the abuser would hurt me or someone I cared for.
I thought I would be punished if I told.

I thought I would be believed.

I thought the abuse would stop.

I thought I would never have to talk about what happened.
I thought the abuser would admit what he did.

I thought the abuser would cry.

I though that people would not understand.

I thought my family would be ashamed of me.

I thought that people would believe the abuser.

I thought we would have to move.

I thought my friends would find out and ask me embarrassing questions.
I thought things like this only happened to bad kids.

I thought they would put the abuser in jail right away.

I thought my mother would feel sorry for the abuser.

I thought my family would turn against me.

I thought my family would turn against the abuser.

I thought the abuser would lie about what had happened.

I thought the abuser wouldn't love me if T told.

I thought the abuser would start abusing someone else.

I thought sex was something private that I shouldn't talk about.
I thought nobody could do anything to help me.

I thought I would get help.
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